RAMAKRISHNA MISSION, VIJAYAWADA

Ashrama: Sitanagaram, Tadepalli P.O. - 522 501
Phones: 08645 - 272248, 272656

City Centre: Gandhinagar, Vijayawada - 520 003
Phone: 0866 - 2570799

E-mail: rkmvijay@gmail.com Website: rkmissionvijayawada.org
Dear friend,

We are happy to place before you the report of activities of this Centre from
2005 to 2008 along with audited accounts for 2007-2008.

We take this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks to all those who have
contributed in conducting the activities successfully. We earnestly seek your unstinted and
continued support in the years to come.

May the Holy Trinity shower their blessings on all of us.

Yours sincerely,

M&M—M
Buddha Jayanthi Swami Sashikantananda
20 May 2008 Secretary

Ramakrishna Mission : What it stands for?
Ideal . Freedom of the self and service of mankind.

Aim . Practice and preaching of the Sanatana Dharma, the eternal religion of
man as embodied in the lives and teachings of Sri Ramakrishna and
Swami Vivekananda.

Motto :  Renunciation and Service; looking upon all, irrespective of caste, creed
or colour, as veritable manifestations of the Divine; and Harmony of
religions.

Method . Work (Service) and Worship.

Activities : Worship; training of monastic aspirants; general and technical education

with an ethical and spiritual background; medical service; famine and
distress relief work; rural uplift and work among the laboring and
backward classes; cultural activities.

— ¢ k9o —



y (Contents) .

Ramakrishna Mission: What it stands for? .............cccoveieeeeeeeeeeeiinne 1
ACHVITIES .ottt e e e s 3
FULUIE PIANS ...t e e 6
RET SOGYBEIOED .cvvaricrvereisscee e 7
Y o] 01T | 7
Donors’ list (fOr fOUr YEArS) ......cciieiiieee et e e 9
oo 01U ] £ U PP 32
- J

Ramakrishna Mission Headquarters

Ramakrishna Mission was founded in the year 1897 in the name of Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa, by his illustrious and chief disciple Swami Vivekananda with its Headquarters
at Belur Math, Kolkata. It conducts various socio - religious activities through a wide spread
network of centers, in all possible fields irrespective of caste, creed and religion. Presently
there are 123 branch centers in India and 41 abroad.

Ramakrishna Mission, Vijayawada

Ramakrishna Mission, Vijayawada is a branch of the Ramakrishna Mission
Headquarters. Started in 1956 and made a branch of the Mission in 2001, this Centre
conducts its activities through two Units - (i) City Centre at Gandhinagar, Vijayawada,
Krishna District and (ii) Ashrama at Sitanagaram, Guntur District.

(ACTIVITIES]
SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL

At Gandhinagar

Prayer-cum-Meditation Hall

Evening Aratrikam and Devotional singing

Saturday and Sunday Religious Classes

Show Room-cum-Sales Counter of religious literature
Pictorial Exhibition

Vivekananda Study Circle for Youth on Sundays
Occasional discourses on scriptures by monks

SRR
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At Sitanagaram

NI I

Vivekananda Balala Sangham - a special programme for children on Sundays
Spiritual Retreats periodically

Annual conventions for youth and teachers

Daily morning worship

Evening Aratrikam and devotional singing

Ramanam Sankirtan on Ekadasi days

Discourses in Telugu on festivals such as Guru Purnima, Sri Krishna Asthami,
Vijaya Dasami, Shiva Ratri, Rama Navami, Christmas etc. Birthday celebrations
of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda and
other direct disciples.

EDUCATIONAL
Vivekananda Vidya Vihar

(Centre for Excellence through Education)
(photo on front cover page)

Newly constructed at a cost of Rs.1.20 crores at our Sitanagaram Ashrama premises.
Inaugurated by Srimat Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj, Vice-President, Ramakrishna Math
and Ramakrishna Mission on 14-2-2008.

Besides housing Ramakrishna Mission High School (Govt. Aided - Telugu Medium)
from VI to X standard and Ramakrishna Mission School (English Medium), Vivekananda
Vidya Vihar will also serve as a welfare centre to train rural youth and women in various
trades, conducting seminars on different themes, conducting youth and teachers
conventions.

Ramakrishna Mission High School (Govt. Aided - Telugu Medium) from VI to X

N A A A

Free education for 320 students

Free coaching classes

Free distribution of uniforms, books and stationery to the deserving students
Student scholarships

Free distribution of tiffin to students daily

Silver Medals to meritorious students of School Final (SSC Board Exam)
Free Sanskrit coaching

Free Hindi coaching

Free classes in music

Free coaching for Polytechnic entrance test
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SSC Board Exam Results

Classes (% i
Year |Appeared| Passed | Pass % | | () " H;\%Q&St 7§£r&Maag§\s/e
2000-01 160 110 69 36 18 15 546 12
2001-02 165 96 58 30 16 12 509 9
2002-03 130 99 76 38 35 3 511 10
2003-04 148 112 76 46 20 10 541 27
2004-05 100 93 93 62 26 5 550 26
2005-06 78 73 94 74 17 3 529 16
2006-07 56 45 80 55 14 11 533 14
2007-08 78 78 100 82 14 4 546 27

Ramakrishna Mission School (English Medium)

Started from the academic year of 2004-2005, this school is nhow having classes from
LKG to VII with student strength of 440.

MEDICAL

® Free Homoeopathy dispensary every Wednesday
@ Free Allopathic dispensary every Friday
@ Occasional free medical camps for school children

PROPAGATION
Viveka Vahini

Viveka Vahini is a mobile unit equipped with audio — video equipment, pictorial exhibits
and literature on the life and message of Swami Vivekananda. This Unit will go to different
educational institutions and rural areas taking the life giving message of Swami Vivekananda
to the young students and rural-folk for inculcating values. The project will also focus on
personality development, national integration and other themes of national interest in the
light of Swamiji's teachings. This Unit was launched on 12 January 2007 — the birthday of
Swami Vivekananda and National Youth Day by Revered Swami Somanandaji Maharaj, a
senior monk of the Ramakrishna Order in the presence of Dr. V. Balamohan Das, Vice-
Chancellor, Acharya Nagarjuna University and Prof. S. Lakshmana Murthy, Retd. Head of

the English Department, Kakatiya University.

Total number of Educational Institutions covered 108
Total number of students benefited 49859
Total number of ‘satsangs’/public meetings conducted 33
Total number of participants benefited 2530
Total number of speeches 132
Total number of film shows 136
Total Book Sales Rs. 2,72,523
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Lectures and spiritual retreats on invitation at villages/towns and educational institutions
are accepted. Also pictorial exhibitions and sale of Ramakrishna - Vivekananda literature

are organized.
Relief

From 5 to 25 November 2006 flood relief was organized in 33 villages of Krishna and
Guntur districts of Andhra Pradesh. Dry provisions and clothes to a tune of Rs.8,84,367/-
were distributed among 3600 families benefiting 11858 individuals.

Anniversary of the Centre

Every year during the month of February the center’s and school annual celebrations are
organized. Eminent monks of the Ramakrishna Order are invited to take part in these
celebrations.

Visit of VIPs

Most Revered Swami Atmasthanandaji Maharaj, Vice President of Ramakrishna Math and
Ramakrishna Mission visited Vijayawada from 5 to 9 February 2005 and participated in
various functions organized in connection with Concluding of 150" Birthday Celebrations
of Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and 4™ Anniversary of the Ashrama.

Most Revered Swami Shivamayanandaji Maharaj, Assistant Secretary of Ramakrishna
Math and Ramakrishna Mission visited Vijayawada in February 2006 and participated in
the 5th Anniversary of the Ashrama.

Revered Swami Tadgatanandji Maharaj, Secretary, Ramakrishna Mission, Patna visited
Vijayawada in February 2007 and conducted a musical discourse, participated in Satsanga
organized in connection with 6th Anniversary of the Ashrama.

Most Revered Swami Smarananandaji Maharaj, Vice President of Ramakrishna Math and
Ramakrishna Mission visited Vijayawada from 11 to 17 February 2008 and participated in
various functions organized in connection with inauguration of Vivekananda Vidya Vihar
and 7" Anniversary of the Ashrama.

Bharata Ratna Dr.A.P.J.Abdul Kalam, former President of India visited our Ashrama and
Vivekananda Vidya Vihar at Sitanagaram on 3 April 2008. He addressed a large gathering
of students and public. Also, he interacted with our students and answered several questions
posed by them.

Nearly 200 monks visited this Centre during the period under report.

Future Plans
A master plan for providing infrastructure for various service activities is drawn. Sarada
Sadanam (monks’ quarters, shrine, and kitchen) and Vivekananda Vidya Vihar (shelter
for schools and other educational programmes) have been completed.
Infrastructure for the following projects has to be provided in a phased manner depending
upon the availability of resources:
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¢ Students’ Home for poor boys * Office

from rural areas « Staff Quarters
* Medical Dispensary e Guest House

¢ Universal Temple of Bhagavan ]
Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa * A Multi-Purpose Shed
We want to continue the ongoing student welfare schemes such as free supply of
snacks, free supply of stationery and uniform, Scholarships, free coaching to
students etc.
We also have plans to organise training programmes for unemployed rural youth
and women in various trades.

Appeal

We earnestly appeal to the generous public to contribute their mite towards
any of the above schemes and day-to-day running of various service activities
mentioned in this report, either as permanent fund or as general donation.

Insist for Receipt whenever you donate to the Mission or its authorized agent.
Donations to Ramakrishna Mission are exempt from Income Tax under Section
80G of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

Donations can be sent in the form of Cheques / DDs favouring “Ramakrishna
Mission, Vijayawada”.
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